
Hope Partners are a group of highly committed partners who give 
monthly to CityTeam to fight hunger, homelessness, and poverty. 

With each monthly gift, you’ll provide people with: 

• Food and safe shelter that prevent them from becoming homeless. 

•  Critical services such as counseling services, education, and job-
skills training that bring a living wage.

•   Opportunities to get to know the loving God who wants to 
transform their lives.

Be a force for good in our community. Become  
a Hope Partner today. And ensure that nobody  
who is ready to receive help goes hungry or 
without shelter. 

Lorenzo and his stepdad both got 
a new start at CityTeam, thanks to you

JANUARY 2023

Lorenzo knew he needed to make a fresh start. He just didn’t 
know where to find it . . .

. . . until one day when he was listening to his stepfather talk to 
his brothers about a place called CityTeam. “I think this program 
might be good for you,” he told them, trying to get them help for 
their drinking problem.

Lorenzo’s stepdad knew firsthand what CityTeam could do. 
When his wife — Lorenzo’s mom — died, his whole world 
crumbled. He began using meth to ease the pain and then 
selling it. Coming to CityTeam probably saved his life. 

A DEVASTATING LOSS
That was the kind of hope Lorenzo desperately 
needed. 

“When I was young, my mom was a drug 
addict, and I was raised by my grandparents,” 
he remembers. “But then she got clean and 
came back into my life. We never had the best 
relationship growing up, but it was getting better 
when she died — five days before my birthday. 
That really hit me hard.”  

For the next two years, meth was Lorenzo’s 
only friend.

“I didn’t care about life, didn’t care about what

Choose to transform lives in 2023

RENEW YOUR SUPPORT TODAY! 
Start the new year off right. Renew your partnership 
with CityTeam today, and make 2023 the year of 
transformation. 

Any gift you send now, big or small, will bring life-
changing help and hope to men, women, and children who 
are in desperate need of rescue, relief, and restoration. 
Help them overcome their circumstances so they can begin 
living lives that are both positive and productive.

These are tough times, to be sure — but especially for those 
facing hunger and homelessness. If you are able, please 
send your best gift today. You’ll provide genuine relief and 
open the door for someone to experience new life. 

Thank you, and God bless you, for making a difference in 
2023!
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ALL IN THE FAMILY

When hope fades, Hope Partners stand in the gap

GIVE MONTHLY AND MULTIPLY THE IMPACT  
OF YOUR GENEROSITY

To get started, complete both sides of the accompanying reply form and mail 
it back with your first monthly gift. Or visit us online at CityTeam.org/donate. 
Thank you! 

Sign up before  FEB. 28, and your first monthly gift will be matched — DOUBLE THE 
IMPACT!
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I did. I didn’t care about anybody or anything,” he 
recalls. “Then I got off drugs and began drinking 
heavily, which cost me a job, my family relationships, 
and even my health.”

But like his stepdad, all that changed when Lorenzo 
walked into CityTeam.

“At first, all I wanted was to get sober,” Lorenzo 
recalls. “But the longer I stayed, the more I realized 
I wanted to change everything: my mindset, my 
sobriety, and especially my relationship with God.”

DOING THINGS “THE RIGHT WAY”
At CityTeam, Lorenzo found the new beginning 
his heart had been yearning for. “The classes here 
are amazing,” he says, “from anger management to 
relapse prevention.” Soon, he was checking off a list 
of opportunities and resources he received, from Bible 
studies and accountability partners to practical work 
experience in our kitchen and the chance to finally do 
things “the right way.”

Today, Lorenzo has his own car, works as a chef in the 
kitchen at a local university, and has even reconnected 
with an old girlfriend, whom he plans to marry 

sometime in the next year. He says he also wants to 
return to his hometown Mission and serve as both a 
counselor and a trainer to their kitchen staff.

“THIS PLACE SAVED ME”
Lorenzo is quick to credit God’s mercy — and friends 
like you — with his dramatic turnaround.

“This place saved me and changed my life,” he says. “I 
will be forever grateful.”

Like so many others, Lorenzo benefitted from the 
critical services he was able to receive because you 
give. Please renew your partnership in 2023 and 
help more people like Lorenzo experience their own 
life transformation. Thank you!

Three years of dealing with COVID-19 has left an impact on 
this ministry. But life is returning to normal, and what hasn’t 
changed is our reliance on your unwavering support. It’s your 
kindness and God’s grace that have kept us moving forward.

A SPECIAL MESSAGE TO OUR FRIENDS

PLEASE RENEW YOUR SUPPORT TODAY

HERE’S A PEEK INTO THE EXCITING 
VISION WE HAVE FOR 2023

YOU MAKE SO MUCH POSSIBLE
As we dive into 2023, so many new programs — and 
enhancements to existing programs — are in place because of 
your faithful partnership. This year, we intend to pursue . . . 

• New opportunities to reach even more people facing poverty 
   and homelessness.

• Enhanced education, career services, legal advocacy, and 
   more, all leading to jobs that pay a living wage.

• Stronger ties to faith communities wanting to show love        
   in action.

• More transitional housing for our graduates and interns.

• An improved volunteer experience, offering more 
   opportunities in meal service, shelter operations, 
   and relationship building.

Our job during this transition is to continue providing the 
safety resources and guidance that help people solve 
problems, connect with Jesus Christ, and create a better life for 
themselves and their loved ones.

Your committed partnership — as exemplified in the continued prayers 
and generous financial support — is crucial to our everyday success. 
Please continue to be a part of this life-changing work by sending your 
best gift today and renewing your commitment to support CityTeam in 
the new year.

“It’s so good to connect with people 
and be able to pray with them to give 
them some hope.” 
— Garth, church volunteer

“This place saved 
me and changed my 
life. I will be forever 
grateful.” 
— Lorenzo

To join Garth and other CityTeam volunteers, 
visit CityTeam.org/volunteer.
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