
THE SECRET TO MAKING A REAL IMPACT

This Thanksgiving, you can:  
1. Provide food for a neighbor struggling in hunger 
and homelessness. OR . . .  
2. Provide food AND the chance to experience life 
change.

We hope you’ll pick 2. That’s because the meal you 
share can do more than just satisfy hunger. It can 
also lead to lasting positive change.

The choice is yours. Satisfy someone’s hunger for a 
few moments . . . or make a REAL impact that ends 
the hunger/homelessness merry-go-round for good!

YOU’RE NEVER TOO 
OLD TO CHANGE
It took Jerome decades to get his life on 
track. But now, at 62 — and thanks to YOU — 
he’s living his best life ever.

SEPTEMBER 2021How much food do you need for your own 
Thanksgiving dinner?

Well, multiply that by several hundred, and 
you have some idea of the huge task we’re 
facing as we get ready for the Thanksgiving 
season, our busiest time of year. 

Because a lot of our food is donated and we 
buy in bulk, we can prepare a traditional 
Thanksgiving dinner — turkey and all the 
trimmings — for just $2.49!

The holidays will be here before you know it. 
Please act now. The meal you provide could 
change someone’s life for all eternity. 
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Think your Thanksgiving dinner is big? 
What if you had to feed hundreds?

Give
THANKSGIVING 

meals:
just $2.49 

each!

When his uncle offered him his first drink — at age 9 — it 
started Jerome down a dark road. Marijuana came next at age 
14, followed by heroin, crack cocaine, and speed.  

“Basically, I experimented with every drug there was,” he 
says, his voice filled with regret.

Like so many others before him, Jerome’s addiction led 
him to the streets. He ended up sleeping in parks or other 
out-of-the-way places.  

“I did 20 years on the streets,” he recalls. “I guess you 
could say I was a ward of the state.” 

That’s when Jerome’s life really came off the rails. 
With nobody to offer him support and his family having 
written him off, Jerome went on a crime spree, which 
resulted in him doing “a dime” (10 years) in prison.     

Despite the chaos that engulfed him, Jerome believed he 
was still the master of his own fate. “I thought I was in 
control of everything — that I could detox myself,” he 
remembers, shaking his head. “Life would have been so 
much easier if I had just surrendered and stepped out of 
the way.”

SEPTEMBER 2022



WHEN IS A THANKSGIVING 
MEAL MORE THAN JUST 
A MEAL?

Missteps, misadventures, mistakes 
Countless missteps, misadventures, and mistakes 
prevented Jerome from getting his life together. He 
paid the price physically, mentally, and spiritually 
as, day after day, he sabotaged his own life. 

Finally, through nothing short of 
God’s grace, he relented and gave his 
life over to Jesus Christ. And thanks 
to the support you and other caring 
partners provide, he was able to come 
to CityTeam. 

“CityTeam helped me in so many 
important ways,” Jerome says.  

Since his arrival, Jerome has been 
learning how to deal with people in a positive 
manner. He has seen his daily walk with God grow 
more steady and fruitful. 

And, perhaps most important, Jerome has — with the 
Lord’s help — managed to face up to his character 
flaws and find ways to overcome them. “This place 
has been life-changing for me,” Jerome now says.

 

No more dark roads 

The Scriptures tell us that God’s plans are “for 
good and not for disaster” to give us “a future and a 
hope” (Jeremiah 29:11 NLT). It’s in those plans that 
Jerome now finds himself rejoicing.

“I thank God for CityTeam supporters, 
who provided food, put a roof over my 
head, and helped me lead a productive 
life,” he says. Jerome is also grateful that 
he has a relationship with his son again. 
“My family is back on my side,” he says.

At “62 years young,” Jerome is proof 
that you’re never too old to change. “I’m 
hoping to find a job because I still want 

to work,” he says, before adding, “I also want to write 
a book about the transformation I’ve been through.”

This Thanksgiving, hundreds of people just like 
Jerome will drop by CityTeam for a meal. Some 
will leave after they’ve finished. But others will 
ask whether a “life do-over” is possible. We’ll 
tell them it is, thanks to God’s grace — and 
your generosity.

In these difficult times, your struggling 
neighbors are desperate for hope. That’s what 
makes the Thanksgiving meals you provide so 
remarkable.

For many, a Thanksgiving meal — provided by 
CityTeam but made possible by you — can be 
the beginning of real hope. 

Sometimes, that hope is found in supplemental 
food during a crisis. Other times, in help 
finding work that pays a living wage. Whatever 
the need, your generosity can build trust and 
provide lasting solutions that lead to a new life.

Thanksgiving is our busiest season, which 

means we need more food than at any other 
time of year. To rally our community to meet 
this tremendous need, we’re kicking off our fall 
campaign: Thanksgiving is Hope. 

Won’t you join us?

For just $2.49, you can provide our neighbors 
experiencing hunger and homelessness with 
a hearty Thanksgiving dinner and help them 
take those critical first steps to a life filled with 
promise and purpose.  

Please join other caring friends across 
our community to provide as many 
$2.49 meals as you can. Thank you!

Continued from page 1Never too old . . .

Hope

Thank you for supporting this 
ministry — at Thanksgiving 
and throughout the year!

“I thank God for 
CityTeam supporters, 
who provided food, 
put a roof over my 
head, and helped 

me lead a productive 
life.” — Jerome
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