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How you rescued Nathan from the 
deadly grip of heroin . . . just in time to 
fill his heart with joy this Christmas

DECEMBER 2021

Christmas used to be a wonderful time of joy and celebration for 
Nathan and his family.

There were big meals to enjoy, beautiful trees to decorate, brightly 
wrapped presents to rip open on Christmas morning . . . in other 
words, everything a young boy could hope for.

Then, at age 22, a college buddy introduced Nathan to heroin. 
And that storybook existence he was living quickly turned into a 
nightmare. “Nothing ever gripped hold of my life like heroin did,” 
he admits. “That was the ultimate downfall of my life, basically.” 

Soon, he was doing things he could never imagine himself 
doing. Selling everything he ever owned to fuel his drug 
habit. Stealing from work. And eventually robbing a bank, 
for which he served almost six years in prison. “At the time, 
that was probably the best thing that could happen to me,” 
he now says. “If not for prison, I would have probably been 
dead or ended up killed.”

Upon his release, Nathan faced an even greater uphill battle 
— with homelessness.

“I felt a ton of guilt and shame,” he remembers. “I had 
friends and family I could reach out to, but at that point, 

LAST CHANCE TO HELP IN 2021

DOUBLE YOUR CHRISTMAS GIFT! 
A $250,000 Christmas Match will DOUBLE any gift 
you send between now and the end of the year. That 
means 2X the impact — right in your own community! 

Just think how much good you can provide . . . 

•  A pathway to stability for even more families 
struggling in poverty.

•  A second chance for even more people trying to 
escape homelessness.

•  A new beginning for even more women escaping 
abuse.

Please don’t let this opportunity slip away. 

Please rush your tax-
deductible gift by midnight, 
December 31, to qualify for 
the Christmas Match!
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What families in 
need really want for 
Christmas

Angela Aguilar

This Christmas, the 
families who come 
to CityTeam won’t be 
that much different 
from yours and mine. 
All our neighbors will 
want is . . .

• A special meal to celebrate the 
holidays around the family dinner 
table.

• Toys for their kids, who don’t 
get much at other times of the 
year. 

• The hope that comes from 
knowing that God has not 
abandoned them in the midst of 
their struggles. 

Thanks to you, we’re able to be 
a home base to some, a family to 
others, and, to all, a trusted part 
of this community where people 
know they can always get help.  

My prayer this Christmas is that 
God would give us His divine 
guidance in meeting the needs 
of everyone who walks through 
these doors. Won’t you join me? 
These are unknown times. As we 
walk in faith, we pray that God 
would continue to supply our 
needs through your generosity.

Thank you, and God bless you, 
for your support at this special 
time of year.

Executive Director CityTeam Oakland  •  PO Box 23833, Oakland, CA 94623-0833  •  510.452.3758
Email: info@CityTeam.org   facebook.com/CityTeam   YouTube: CityTeam   instagram.com/CityTeam

A Christmas Do-Over

PLEASE  GIVE NOW!

Last chance to DOUBLE your Christmas gift!

Give by midnight on 
Friday, December 31!

DETACH HERE

YES, Angela — I want to have TWO TIMES the impact for my neighbors in need. Please use the special Christmas Match to DOUBLE my gift of: 

q $_________ — DOUBLED to reach as many people as possible.

November 24, 2021Dear Salutationxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx,
Merry Christmas to you and your family!

As we enter the final weeks of 2021, I’m hoping you’ll stand with CityTeam one more time by sending a special gift to help your neighbors in need this Christmas.
To make your decision an easy one, let me remind you that a $250,000 Christmas Match will DOUBLE whatever you can give before midnight, December 31. That means you can make 2X the impact for people who are desperate for meals and hope this holiday season.  
As you consider giving, I hope you’ll take a moment to look over the enclosed newsletter. You’ll see what a difference you make when you help neighbors experiencing hunger, homelessness, or addiction to get off the street, put food on the table, and find a path to new life.

Thank you for opening the door to hope and new life this Christmas for a man or woman who is hurting and in need.

With gratitude,

Angela Aguilar, Executive Director
P.S. With a special Christmas Match doubling any amount you give, you have no better time to make an impact AND no greater reason to give generously. Thank you for making hope possible — at Christmastime, and all year long! 

CityTeam Oakland  •  PO Box 23833, Oakland, CA 94623-0833  •  510.452.3758
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it’s pretty much impossible to do. You still want to 
give the appearance of being a decent human, but on 
the inside, you feel like a rotten piece of garbage.” 

It was his worried parents who found CityTeam for 
their son — quite possibly saving his life. 

Living his “best life ever”
“I’d gone through treatment programs before, but 
I don’t think I’ve ever met a team of people who 
are so patient and understanding,” he said, shortly 
after arriving here. “They never make me feel like, 
‘I don’t have time for you or I’m too busy with 
work.’ They are always willing to honor a reasonable 
request.”

Thanks to you, Nathan is now living what might be 
described as his “best life ever.”

He has become a Christ-follower, regularly attends 
AA meetings, and has even started helping other 
men who come into the program — whether they 
need an ID, a Social Security card, food stamps, or 
a doctor’s appointment. “The person I am today is 

definitely not the same guy who walked through 
these doors six months ago,” he says.  

The holiday spirit 
Today, Nathan says it’s the little things in life that 
give him the greatest joy, like taking the bus, or 
walking down the street, or going to the park.  

“I’m very grateful for being able to live for today 
and be in the moment,” he says.

This Christmas, you have given Nathan the chance 
to make up for the lost years — what some might 
call a “Christmas Do-Over.” No wonder his heart is 
filled with so much hope and joy. 

Today, he’s crediting God and CityTeam — and 
you! — for the transformation. Thank you for 
doing your part to help change lives during the 
holidays and all year long!

3 WAYS
YOU CAN HELP

GIVE NOW IN 
RESPONSE TO 

THIS NEWSLETTER 
This is the most difficult time 
of year for many struggling 
in poverty. But you can give 
them hope — along with a hot 
meal, safe shelter, addiction 
recovery, and other life-saving 
programs — simply by returning 
the enclosed reply card with 
a generous gift, or by visiting 
CityTeam.org/holidaymatch  

BONUS: Give by midnight, 
December 31, and your gift will 
automatically be DOUBLED by 
our Christmas Match.

GIVE MONTHLY
When you become a 
Hope Partner, each and 
every monthly gift will restore 
lives in the name of Jesus. To 
become a monthly partner, visit  
CityTeam.org/monthlygiving

GIVE A CHILD A TOY  
FOR CHRISTMAS

Make Christmas brighter 
for a child in our 
community. For more 
information and a list of 
appropriate toys, visit: 
CityTeam.org/host-a-drive

Just knowing 
there’ll be toys 
under the tree 
on Christmas 
morning is a 
great relief for 
many families.

When you’re 
hungry, a hot 

meal can be 
the beginning 

of hope.
We couldn’t 

do all we do at 
Christmastime 

without the 
tireless efforts 

of our caring 
volunteers.

Families in our 
community have 
you to thank for 
saving their 
Christmas!
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