
Samantha spent most of her life feeling 
lost, addicted to drugs, and trying to 
do things her way. But today, thanks 
to you, she has found herself.

NOVEMBER 2021

As a child, Samantha had no one in her life to guide 
her, lead her, protect her. Abandoned by her parents, 
neglected, and abused in every way, she lived in 
anguish.

“I had so much pain, anger, and sadness within my heart 
because of how I was raised,” she says. “I was lost.”

Both of her parents were addicted to drugs and 
alcohol. So it’s no surprise that she wound up going 
in the wrong direction too. By her 20s, Samantha 
was addicted and living a dangerous life.

She says, “My mistake was that I thought I 
could do it on my own. I didn’t think I needed 
support because I had a job, I had a car, I was 
taking care of my child, and I was paying 
my bills. But there’s more to it than that.”

“Terrified”
When her life was at its worst, Samantha 
and her daughter were homeless and 

PROVIDE A HOLIDAY MEAL 
AND MORE FOR JUST $2!
CityTeam is a place where individuals and families 
facing hard times can find food, toys for kids to open on 
Christmas morning, a kind word of encouragement, and 
prayer to help them get through the season.  

For many, a visit to CityTeam will be the first step 
toward stability and self-sufficiency.

We’re expecting to serve 70,481 meals between 
November 1 and December 24. So don’t miss 
your chance to help a man, woman, child, 
or an entire family in need. Your gift might 
open the door to other life-transforming 
services — including shelter, education, 
job-skills training, and help overcoming 
addiction.
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Focused on hope — 
at Christmas and 
year-round

Glen Peterson

The basic needs 
CityTeam is called to 
meet haven’t really 
changed in the past 
year. But looking 
ahead to Christmas, 

we face so much that’s unknown. 

This fall’s nationwide COVID spike 
may change what we’re doing and 
how we do it. As I write you today, 
we just don’t know.

That’s why our focus will continue 
to be on hope, as it always is. 
Hope reminds us of the suffering 
Christ endured . . . and overcame. 
We’ll call on His power as we 
share hope with the people who 
come to us. 

For the individuals and families we 
serve, the holidays will be far from 
perfect — often a reminder of all 
they’ve lost. But for us, this special 
season will be an opportunity to 
extend a hand up so neighbors in 
need can experience a different 
kind of Christmas: one filled with 
peace, celebration, and, yes, 
HOPE. 

We want our neighbors to know 
that no matter what’s happening 
in the world, they can count on 
CityTeam and you.

Thank you for standing with us 
through your prayers and financial 
gifts. Merry Christmas!

 Gratefully,

3.  Return your reply form 
and check in the envelope 
provided. 

3 EASY STEPS to restoring lives  
during the holidays

1.  Fill out the reply form 
and choose your meal 
ticket that’s right for you.  

2.  Write out your check 
for that amount. 

Your special
HOLIDAYEDITION newsletter!

THIS WASN’T SUPPOSED 
TO HAPPEN. 

PLEASE  GIVE NOW!

Please give this holiday 
season to share the blessings 
of a generous heart with 
someone in need. Thank you!

CityTeam  •  2306 Zanker Road, San Jose, CA 95131-1115  •  408.232.5600

Email: info@CityTeam.org    facebook.com/CityTeam    YouTube: CityTeam    instagram.com/CityTeam

To put your gift of holiday meals to work even faster,  
give at CityTeam.org/hope



Continued from page 1“I DIDN’T KNOW WHO I WAS.”

YOU STILL HAVE 
TIME TO PROVIDE 
A HOLIDAY MEAL 
AND MORE FOR 
SOMEONE IN NEED!
For many families in our community this Christmas, 
hope will be hard to find, especially in the face of 
poverty, hunger, and fear.

But you can help change that when you join our all-
out push to bring our community together to provide 
food, transforming services, and more to people 
experiencing homelessness and hunger. 

Your gift can be the first step toward new hope 
this Christmas. That’s why we’re inviting struggling 
individuals and families to contact us for holiday 

groceries or presents for the kids to open on 
Christmas morning.

Please partner with caring people across our 
community to provide as many holiday meals as 
you can. Your generous support will help share 
unexpected joy with someone in need. 

sleeping in a car. Occasionally, she could afford a 
few days in a motel. Thankfully, they were still able 
to buy food, but mostly at fast-food restaurants.  

“I felt so lonely out there. I was terrified.”

Finally, through a connection at CityTeam, 
Samantha came to us for help last October. Her 
daughter was in foster care at the time as she 
worked to solve her problems and get her life back 
on track. 

Since then, she says, “I have fully surrendered to 
everything that I knew God could do for me. I was 
given the time and the space to forgive myself and 
to feel God’s forgiveness.”

Early on, she says, it was hard. “I hated myself for 
putting me and my daughter in unsafe situations, 
for her having to be in foster care. But coming here 
and working hard, I see nothing but hope. I see 
nothing but victory.” 

BRING JOY 
TO A CHILD THIS 

CHRISTMAS

No child should feel forgotten on 
Christmas. 

But many will because their 
parents are struggling just to put 
food on the table and keep the 
lights on. Parents in crisis won’t be 
able to buy presents for their kids. 

You can bring joy to a child and 
family in need when you share 
unwrapped, new toys for kids 
ages 1 to 12.

Thank you for standing 
with CityTeam to 

provide help and hope 
this holiday season!

Join CityTeam’s 
annual toy drive

Working hard, growing, planning
These days, Samantha is working hard on growing 
personally and spiritually. 

She has also been able to go back to school to 
become a dental assistant. This training will help 
ensure she can earn a living wage, a crucial step in 
her journey toward maturity and self-sufficiency. 

Samantha says she feels so blessed because 
even during the pandemic, she was able to have 
her daughter come for visits. They were able to 
celebrate Christmas together and begin working on 
their own family holiday traditions. In February, 
her daughter was able to come live with her at 
CityTeam. 

“My plans are to go to school, to start my career, put 
my daughter in a preschool, get our own place, and 
then give back — to serve at Alcoholics Anonymous 
and to volunteer for CityTeam.”

“I am not the same person I was when I walked in. 
The Lord has blessed me tremendously,” she affirms. 
“I’ve been able to grow not only as a woman — but 
as a mother and part of the body of Christ.”

So grateful — to CityTeam and YOU
To you and other CityTeam supporters, Samantha 
says, “Thank you for your time. Thank you for your 
heart. Thank you that you consider us, that you care 
so much. That’s beautiful to me.”

Please consider standing with CityTeam at this 
opportune time to help someone else like Samantha 
experience new life.

For a toy list and drop-off 
locations and times, visit 

CityTeam.org
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