
Darryl spent most of his life lost in addiction and 
angry at God for his setbacks. But thanks to you, 
he has found new direction for the future.

NOVEMBER 2021

“I had a great family,” says Darryl. “I didn’t have to worry 
about anything.”

But by the time he was in his mid-teens, Darryl had a lot to 
worry about. “My goal was to play sports for a college. But I 
broke my leg playing football. That’s when everything 
started.”

Partying in college didn’t bring meaning to his life 
— it brought addiction. Heavy drinking, pot, and 
cocaine followed. “It was full blown,” he says. 
“I didn’t realize what I got myself into until I 
got into it. I’m an adrenaline junkie. After I 
broke my leg, I still needed to go out and do 
crazy things.” 

His drinking eventually cost him jobs, 
key relationships — everything that was 
important to him. It’s no surprise that 
imprisonment followed.

Upon his release from prison, Darryl 
managed to maintain the sobriety he 
was forced into while incarcerated. 
Eventually, he says, “It all went 
downhill. My mom died, my best
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at Christmas and 
year-round

Kwinn Tucker

The basic needs 
CityTeam is called to 
meet haven’t really 
changed in the past 
year. But looking 
ahead to Christmas, 

we face so much that’s unknown. 

This fall’s nationwide COVID spike 
may change what we’re doing and 
how we do it. As I write you today, 
we just don’t know.

That’s why our focus will continue 
to be on hope, as it always is. 
Hope reminds us of the suffering 
Christ endured . . . and overcame. 
We’ll call on His power as we 
share hope with the people who 
come to us. 

For the individuals and families we 
serve, the holidays will be far from 
perfect — often a reminder of all 
they’ve lost. But for us, this special 
season will be an opportunity to 
extend a hand up so neighbors in 
need can experience a different 
kind of Christmas: one filled with 
peace, celebration, and, yes, 
HOPE. 

We want our neighbors to know 
that no matter what’s happening 
in the world, they can count on 
CityTeam and you.

Thank you for standing with us 
through your prayers and financial 
gifts. Merry Christmas!

 Gratefully,

Your special
HOLIDAYEDITION newsletter!

READY TO GET MY LIFE 
BACK TOGETHER.

CityTeam is a place where individuals and families 
facing hard times can find food, toys for kids to open on 
Christmas morning, a kind word of encouragement, and 
prayer to help them get through the season.  

For many, a visit to CityTeam will be the first step 
toward stability and self-sufficiency.

We’re expecting to serve 11,069 meals between 
November 1 and December 24. So don’t miss 
your chance to help a man, woman, child, 
or an entire family in need. Your gift might 
open the door to other life-transforming 
services — including shelter, education, 
job-skills training, and help overcoming 
addiction.

3.  Return your reply form 
and check in the envelope 
provided. 

3 EASY STEPS to restoring lives  
during the holidays

1.  Fill out the reply form 
and choose your meal 
ticket that’s right for you.  

2.  Write out your check 
for that amount. 

PLEASE  GIVE NOW!

Please give this holiday 
season to share the blessings 
of a generous heart with 
someone in need. Thank you!

CityTeam Chester  •  634 Sproul Street, Chester, PA 19013-4208  •  610.872.6865
Email: info@CityTeam.org    facebook.com/CityTeam.chester    YouTube: CityTeam    instagram.com/CityTeam

To put your gift of holiday meals to work even faster,  
give at CityTeam.org/hope



Continued from page 1NO LONGER “STUCK” . . .

YOU STILL HAVE 
TIME TO PROVIDE 
A HOLIDAY MEAL 
AND MORE FOR 
SOMEONE IN NEED!
For many families in our community this Christmas, 
hope will be hard to find, especially in the face of 
poverty, hunger, and fear.

But you can help change that when you join our all-
out push to bring our community together to provide 
food, transforming services, and more to people 
experiencing homelessness and hunger. 

Your gift can be the first step toward new hope 
this Christmas. That’s why we’re inviting struggling 
individuals and families to contact us for holiday 
groceries or presents for the kids to open on 

Christmas morning.

Please partner with caring people across our 
community to provide as many holiday meals as 
you can. Your generous support will help share 
unexpected joy with someone in need. 

friend died, I lost my job, and I got in a really bad 
motorcycle accident.”

Crisis
It wasn’t long before Darryl was homeless and 
living in his car. When the car was stolen, he was 
alone and desperate on the streets. Now in serious 
crisis, spiraling down into darkness, Darryl’s only 
relief from all the anguish was drinking. He just 
wanted to sleep. And drinking helped him sleep. 

“I thought I was about ready to die,” he says. But 
in a rare moment of clarity that he thanks God for, 
Darryl realized he DID know a place to get help. 

That’s when he came to CityTeam.

Darryl’s first meal was breakfast, which he says 
was warm and filling. As he ate, he thought, I can’t 
be doing what I’m doing, because it’s all wrong. 
Realizing he had finally reached rock bottom and 
had nothing — not even a change of clothes — 
Darryl made the decision to get help.

“CityTeam saved my life,” he says. “There is a 
purpose for me. I knew that. But I didn’t connect 
with God anymore. I knew when I walked in, 
there was some reason to keep on going. There’s 
a reason why I’m here. Now I’m stable enough to 

BRING JOY 
TO A CHILD THIS 

CHRISTMAS

No child should feel forgotten on 
Christmas. 

But many will because their 
parents are struggling just to put 
food on the table and keep the 
lights on. Parents in crisis won’t be 
able to buy presents for their kids. 

You can bring joy to a child and 
family in need when you share 
unwrapped, new toys for kids 
ages 1 to 12.

Darryl and the other men in our program have been able to take 
advantage of a variety of services that will help them get back on track, 
including life-skills education, job training, and spiritual mentoring.

Join CityTeam’s 
annual toy drive

make some correct decisions.”

“Ready to get my life back together”
Thanks to you and other CityTeam partners, 
Darryl has found sobriety, is back in school, and is 
training for employment that will pay him a living 
wage. Most important, he has connected with God 
and grown spiritually in ways he never believed 
possible. 

“I was a real angry man when I got here,” says 
Darryl. “But now I have more happiness than I 
ever had. I’m going forward instead of being stuck. 
Everything out there was fake. I was in the wrong 
crowd. But I have a good crowd here.”

Looking back, Darryl can see where he went wrong: 
“I asked God, ‘Why me?’ And I realize now that my 
prayers weren’t answered because I was mad at Him 
for the struggles I had to go through.”

Today Darryl can say, “I’m still working on me. I’ll 
never be perfect, but God will send me in the right 
direction. I’m ready to get my life back together.”

Please consider standing with CityTeam at this 
opportune time to help someone else like Darryl 
experience new life.

For a toy list and drop-off 
locations and times, visit 

CityTeam.org
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