
BECOME A MONTHLY HOPE PARTNER!

Just $25 a month will provide meals and hope to people experiencing poverty and homelessness. 
Visit CityTeam.org/monthly today to sign up as a monthly Hope Partner.

Serve people in our community who are experiencing poverty, 
homelessness, hunger, and addiction. 

Enjoy the convenience of automatic, monthly giving without the 
hassle of reminders.

Help CityTeam be more efficient as your generosity is stretched 
to reach even more people in need.  

CityTeam monthly Hope Partners are our most faithful givers who have 
chosen to make their support a monthly blessing. When you give monthly, 
you’ll . . . 

EVERY $2 YOU GIVE WILL 
PROVIDE A MEAL AND CARE!
We meet people every day facing great need.

Some show up at our kitchen door 
hungry and hopeless. Others come to 
our mobile food pantries for help when 
their cupboard is empty. Still others 
greet us at their door, grateful for a bag 
of groceries with fresh produce, dairy, 
and other essential supplies.

No matter how we meet someone with a 
hand up, they soon learn we’re here to 
share God’s love through food, shelter, 
and restorative care for people who 
battle a life-controlling addiction. 

Hope happens because of 
you. Your partnership is vital 
to reaching a neighbor — and 
a neighborhood — in need! 

MAY 2019

RESTORED!
Levi grew up taking whatever he wanted.  
Thanks to you, he has found a way to stop 
taking — and start giving back.

Igniting Hope. Restoring Lives.
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“Over the years, I had seen CityTeam’s building more times 
than I can remember,” says Levi. “But I never even knew what 
it was.”

Today, Levi knows all about CityTeam. And thanks to 
your support, he got a second chance to live a life of 
love, hope, and giving back. Here’s his story . . .

Darkness
There’s no other way to describe Levi’s 
“life.” Filled with hurt, trauma, and 
chaos, he stumbled around in the 
darkness.

“I had a really rough time as a child 
growing up,” Levi says. “I watched 
my mother and father beat each 
other every day. We never lived 
in the same place for more than 
two weeks. At the age of 9, my 
father strangled my mother to 
death. So, then I was put in 
the foster care system.”

Read more inside

PLEASE 
GIVE 

TODAY

CityTeam 
supporters regularly 
tell us they love 
being part of a 
community of 
caring people. 

Working together 
to make our part of the world a 
better place is important to them. 
It’s a chance to join with others 
in sharing — and also personally 
experiencing — God’s love.

An attitude of “faith and deeds” 
(see James 2:14-26 in your 
Bible) is what fuels our Love Your 
Neighborhood initiative . . .  
a focus on bringing critical 
services right to the low-income 
neighborhoods where people in 
need live and work.

We’re driven to help individuals 
and families not just get past a 
crisis but find self-sufficiency. And 
to do so in the name of Jesus 
Christ. 

Yes, Love Your Neighborhood 
is more than just a day. It’s a 
guiding philosophy. 

Of course, our success depends 
on you and other partners who 
volunteer, pray, donate food and 
clothing, and give financially. 

Please continue to stand with us 
to help our neighbors in need, 
transform lives, and strengthen 
our community!

Executive Director

LOVE YOUR 
NEIGHBORHOOD 
IS MORE THAN 
JUST A DAY

Angela Aguilar

CityTeam Oakland  •  722 Washington Street, Oakland, CA 94607-3925  •  510.452.3758
Email:  info@CityTeam.org    facebook.com/CityTeam   YouTube:  CityTeam    instagram.com/CityTeam



Everything you need to know about 

LOVE YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD DAY 
Q: What is Love Your Neighborhood Day?
A: Love Your Neighborhood Day is a chance to put 
your love into action by investing your time, talent, 
and treasure directly into your neighborhood. 
It’s a day of celebration and sharing when you, 
churches, local businesses, and CityTeam staff can 
come together to deliver community-strengthening 
services to the low-income neighborhoods where 
people in need live and work.

Q: Why is Love Your Neighborhood Day 
important?
A: A year of the pandemic has isolated struggling 
local families, making it hard to get help. We 
realized that COVID gave us an opportunity to 
make a major commitment to enhancing the way 
we care for people who need it most. Love Your 
Neighborhood Day is an all-out effort to reach the 
people we know depend on us — and YOU. 

Q: Why now? 

A: After a year of upheaval, lockdowns, and 
lost opportunities, our friends and supporters are 
telling us they want to get back out there and 
roll up their sleeves. As our community opens up 
following the pandemic, we invite you to join 

CityTeam for one extra-special day of sharing 
God’s restorative love.

Q: What kinds of activities are you 
planning?
A: Together, we’re going to take prayer walks 
in our hard-hit neighborhoods, deliver groceries, 
provide food using our mobile food pantries, and 
much more. It’s sure to be a day of faith, hope, 
and love.

Q: How can I get involved? 
A: To find out more about opportunities for you 
— or your family, church, or employer — take a 
moment to visit CityTeam.org/love

If you’re not able to give 
your time right now,  
consider a gift to help 
a local family in need. 
Every $35 you give will 
provide a bag full of 
groceries — staples, fresh 
produce, and more for a 
family of four. To give, go 
to CityTeam.org/love

 CityTeam is 
not like any 
other recovery 
program I’ve 
seen or heard of.”

PLEASE 
GIVE 
TODAY

to transform another 
life like Levi’s!

Learn more about CityTeam and the lives YOU are 
helping transform! CityTeam.org/stories

To learn more about Love Your Neighborhood Day and how you, your family, church, or 
employer can get involved, visit our special web page at CityTeam.org/love

GIVE A CHILD A 
BACKPACK FILLED WITH  
SCHOOL SUPPLIES — 
AND HOPE!As you’d guess, Levi was very angry, he says. “I 

was depressed and alone, forced into therapy, and 
bounced from home to home. I had no trust or love 
in my heart.”  

His response to the misery was to use and abuse 
others. Levi spent years on the streets, making 
multiple attempts to end his life, all the time taking 
drugs to dull the pain. “I wanted to give up,” he says.  

Finally, after his last suicide 
attempt, Levi ended up in the 
hospital. A caseworker told him 
about CityTeam — the place he 
had long seen but known nothing 
about. 

Levi spent the weekend at our shelter and then spoke 
with one of our staff. Within a few days, he was in 
our recovery program, rebuilding his life. 

Radical change
Since coming to CityTeam, Levi has experienced 
a miraculous transformation. “The most radical 
change is my thought process,” Levi says. “I’m 
changing what I do daily, doing the right thing over 

and over, and setting a routine. I have chosen to 
make those changes, not blame God for everything, 
and trust Him to take control.”

Levi says he’s grateful for our focus on faith. 
“CityTeam gave me a chance to find God on my 
own, learn how to pray, trust people, and feel their 
love and support.”

Giving back
Today, Levi is an intern at 
CityTeam. As a recent program 
graduate, he has the opportunity 
to continue his healing process 
and gain valuable experience by 
helping other men keep on track. 

“This has helped me become somebody I thought I 
could never be.” In the future, Levi hopes to join our 
staff full time.

“I want to help people,” Levi says. “God changed 
my life and helped me find something I’m good at. 
I’m very grateful for CityTeam.” 

                                            

“They say, ‘One day 
at a time.’ But I take it 

one moment at a time. I 
just do the best I can.”

Kids aren’t the only ones who love 
receiving a backpack filled with 
classroom supplies at the start of 
the school year.

Hardworking parents love it too. 
Because it means the money they 
would have spent on notebooks, 
pens, and paper can now be 
spent on other critical household 
expenses. Like food, utilities, 
or an unexpected car repair or 
medical bill.

In the wake of COVID-19, many 
families in our community are 
living paycheck to paycheck. One 
budget-busting expense can lead 
to a crisis.

This is one more burden lifted off 
a parent’s shoulder — by you!

CityTeam is hoping to distribute 
approximately 7,700 backpacks 
this fall. Your generous gift will 
give a kid in need — and their 
family — something to celebrate 
with the new school year!

Continued from page 1RESTORED . . .
Put your love  
into action on 
Saturday, June 26!

For more information, go to: 
CityTeam.org/backpacks
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