
YOUR PARTNERSHIP MADE  
A BIG IMPACT IN 2020!

Thousands of people are benefiting from 
the help and hope you make possible. Let’s 
continue the good work — together!

JANUARY 2021

As I look forward to the opportunities and challenges we face 
in 2021 — and there are many — three words come to mind: 
energized, grateful, and prepared.

ENERGIZED
So many of our neighbors — especially people who were 
already living on the edge, barely putting food on the 
table, and keeping the lights on — have been driven to 
hopelessness by these difficult times. Many tell us they 
feel drained. 

We must encourage people through practical help and 
the hope of the Gospel. What’s more, we can’t afford 
to let ourselves become drained either. There are just 
too many needs to meet, too many opportunities to 
share the hope that drives us every day. God’s strength 
enables us to do this. We’ve been ENERGIZED by 
His love, grace, and faithfulness.

Because God is faithful, always balancing the 
needs in our community with your giving, I have 

YOUR COMPASSION WILL TRANSFORM LIVES IN 2021

RENEW YOUR SUPPORT NOW! 
Your generous support is important in these early 
days of the new year.

Whatever you can give — a little or a lot — will 
bring hope to the men, women, and children who 
come to our doors in search of relief, restoration, 
or even rescue. You’ll show them no one’s problems 
are too great for Jesus to overcome. 

One of the best ways you can partner with 
CityTeam is by giving monthly. Your first 
monthly gift, if received by Monday, March 1, will 
automatically be DOUBLED. (If you’re already 
giving monthly, THANK YOU!) 

To sign up, see the back of the 
enclosed reply form. 

Don’t forget: Your gift will go 
to work in our community, for 
our community. 

MAY 2019
Igniting Hope. Restoring Lives.
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CityTeam in 2021 . . . 
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BECOME  
A HOPE 
PARTNER!
CityTeam’s Hope Partners are 
committed friends who make their 
support a monthly blessing. 

When you join this special group, 
you’ll provide HELP and HOPE 
with every monthly gift.

Your first monthly gift will 
immediately be DOUBLED by 
special matching funds!

It’s easy to sign up on the back of 
the accompanying reply form or 
online at: 
CityTeam.org/hopepartners

CityTeam Chester  •  634 Sproul Street, Chester, PA 19013-4208  •  610.872.6865
Email: info@cityteam.org    facebook.com/CityTeam   YouTube: CityTeam    instagram.com/CityTeam

2021 will mean even MORE 
LIVES TRANSFORMED . . . 
thanks to YOU!

PLEASE  GIVE NOW!
BY GLEN PETERSON

Glen Peterson and his 
wife, Ruth, serving guests 
at CityTeam.

655,799 70,753 1,500,000+ 8,950
Hot meals served Nights of shelter 

provided
Pounds of food 

distributed
Holiday meal boxes 

distributed
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“I’M VERY GRATEFUL . . .”

confidence we’ll be able to do even more in 2021 to 
address poverty, hunger, and homelessness. 

GRATEFUL
I’m GRATEFUL that you and so many other friends 
have continued to stand with us through your prayers 
and partnership. Your faithful support has shared the 
love of Jesus with so many people. Thank you!

You make us feel that our work is valued . . . that you 
believe in CityTeam enough to come alongside us 
during this tumultuous season so that, together, we can 
be Christ’s ambassadors (2 Corinthians 5:20). 

PREPARED
In many ways, the coronavirus remains an unknown. 
We’re not sure how, exactly, it will impact us in the 
coming year. But we must be PREPARED. 

For example, we’re concerned about what will happen 
when the COVID-related eviction prohibitions are 
lifted. When that happens, we expect to see a flood of 
people falling into homelessness.

Also, because of the isolation and fear so many people 
have felt during the pandemic, drug and alcohol abuse 
are on the rise. This will only amplify the need for a 
resource like CityTeam.  

As you can see, the challenge of 2021 is about more 
than just the lack of food. Still, we don’t see food 
distribution going away anytime soon. 

In almost every neighborhood we serve, the need among 
once self-sufficient families for help with groceries has 

skyrocketed. And while much of our food is donated to 
us, what we do pay for is increasingly expensive. 

I realize you’re experiencing that in your own home 
too. And like yours, our costs in almost every area have 
gone up during the pandemic. 

One thing that will help us balance our costs is the full 
return of our valued volunteers. COVID restrictions 
have made it very difficult to use volunteers. When 
policies change, we’ll invite our volunteers back to 
help us stretch the impact and efficiency of this work. 
It can’t happen too soon!

For 2021, CityTeam is focused on going both deep 
and wide. Thousands of people are benefiting from 
the services you have made possible. But we’ll need 
your support again this year. Won’t you renew your 
partnership with a generous gift? Thank you!

So many families continue to struggle in the 
aftermath of COVID-19. They need your care and 
compassion.

Irene is a single mom with three children. She 
was laid off in March as the pandemic unfolded. 
Because she had some savings set aside, she has 
been able to cover the rent. 

But the loss of income hit hard. She has had 
trouble buying food. 

It’s for Irene’s family and others that we’ve  

“I was a desperate woman, drowning, unable 
to bring myself back up anymore.” That’s how 
Bernadette describes her life before CityTeam. She 
struggled with addiction for more than 20 years, 
allowing drugs to take over her life, damage her 
relationships, and steal her desire to live. 

But since coming to CityTeam, she has completed 
our recovery program, found salvation in Jesus, 
learned to manage her anger, and started a new 
job. “God has filled the void in my heart that I used 
to fill with drugs,” she says.

Several years ago, Aaron’s wife and children 
moved out, hoping he’d get help with his drinking. 
Ultimately, his alcoholism and bad decisions led 
to jail, probation, and homelessness. Aaron finally 
realized he needed to change. 

Thanks to the recovery program you make possible, 
Aaron now has a very different life. “Learning how 
to respond instead of react was a huge revelation,” 
he says. Today, he is reconciled with his family, 
strong in his faith, and helping others at CityTeam 
learn stable trades that pay a living wage. 

BERNADETTE: A restored life 

AARON: Dedicated to give back

Your gift will  
go to work 
in YOUR 
neighborhood
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ON THE STREET, 
HOMELESS, AND 
HUNGRY  
Many are haunted by 
terrible past trauma, 
unable to trust an offer 
of help.

BEING PRICED OUT 
FROM RISING RENTS  
Faced with limited 
options, many are 
at risk of becoming 
homeless.

FIGHTING 
ADDICTION  
It takes strength to 
take the first step and 
commit to the difficult 
path of recovery.

CLIENTS IN OUR 
RESIDENTIAL 
PROGRAMS  
That they will find 
complete restoration 
and new life.

 RECENT GRADUATES 
OF CITYTEAM 
PROGRAMS  
To maintain a spiritually 
grounded and healthy 
lifestyle, and continue 
to have secure housing 
and employment.

5 WAYS TO 
PRAY FOR 
CITYTEAM

PLEASE JOIN US IN PRAYER 
FOR PEOPLE WHO ARE . . .

developed programs, like CityTeam in the 
Neighborhood, which support at-risk households by 
providing nutritious food and more in innovative ways.

CityTeam provides prepackaged groceries and supplies 
in a way that makes it easier for families to get help 
while abiding by COVID-19 
restrictions.

Thanks to you, local 
families can preserve their 
dignity as they weather 
the hard times.
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