
Eric prayed, “God, if you’re really 
out there, just put me at the right 
place at the right time.” That’s 
when he came to CityTeam.

NOVEMBER 2020

CityTeam has been a godsend for Eric.

“It was something I asked for, and God gave it to me,” he says. 
“Now I see life a whole different way.”

Thanks to you, Eric has finally found hope. But it has been a 
long road, with much of it spent traveling alone, struggling to 
find safe shelter, estranged from his family.

Heading toward rock bottom 
Looking back, Eric can see the roots of this 
life-controlling addiction. His dad died when 
he was 3. He dealt with what he calls “the 
whole not-feeling-normal kind of stuff.” 

His drug use cost him his possessions, places 
to live, and, eventually, his two young sons. 
“I would go to work but lose every job I had 
after a couple of weeks. Not having a good 
relationship with my kids would feed into that.”

When he was homeless, Eric usually lived 
on the streets. 

HOLIDAY HOPE CAN START 
WITH YOUR GIFT OF A 
MEAL AND MORE!
Can you imagine anything worse than being homeless 
and hungry during the holidays? 

Probably not. 

But when you’re served a hot, nourishing meal with 
a smile and genuine concern, you realize that you 
haven’t been forgotten — that people really do care. 

No one here in San Francisco should go hungry, 
especially during the holidays. That’s why your gift 
to provide Thanksgiving and Christmas meals, as 
well as other vital care, is so important. 

Please send your gift  
of meals and more right 
away. Thank you. And God 
bless you! 
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A different kind of 
holiday season

Christian Huang

As our hard-working 
team prepares for 
the holidays, we’re 
not entirely sure 
what Thanksgiving 
and Christmas 
will look like for 

us. What we do know for sure: 
responding within an environment 
of COVID-19 will require us to be 
flexible and innovative.

But no matter what the pandemic 
throws our way, we’ll meet 
many, many people who are 
experiencing great need — 
COVID or no COVID. And the 
holiday cheer all around will only 
magnify their feelings of isolation 
and hopelessness. 

Regardless of the unique holiday 
challenges, I’m hopeful about the 
impact of your support, which 
will be crucial to our success. In 
the midst of the hustle and bustle 
of the season, please remember 
people who are battling hunger 
and poverty. They need your 
prayers and partnership during 
these special days — maybe 
more than ever.

However you decide to help, I’m 
sure you’ll do it with joy, knowing 
someone will have a more blessed 
holiday season because you cared.

 Gratefully,

3.  Return your reply form 
and check in the envelope 
provided. 

CityTeam San Francisco  •  164 Sixth Street, San Francisco, CA 94103-2827  •  415.861.8688
Email:  info@cityteam.org    facebook.com/CityTeam   YouTube:  CityTeam    instagram.com/CityTeam

3 EASY STEPS to restoring lives  
during the holidays

1.  Fill out the reply form, 
telling us how much 
you want to give.  

2.  Write out your check 
for that amount. 

To put your gift of holiday meals to work even faster, 
give at CityTeam.org/hope

Your special
HOLIDAYEDITION newsletter!

A second chance at life . . . 

PLEASE  GIVE NOW!To put your gift to work even faster, 
give now at CityTeam.org/hope



Thank you for 
standing with 

CityTeam to 
provide help and 
hope this holiday 

season!

Continued from page 1“I’M VERY GRATEFUL . . .”

THANKSGIVING AND 
CHRISTMAS ARE HOPE

Between now and year’s end, CityTeam invites 
you to join our all-out push to bring San Francisco 
together to serve 20,000 meals to people 
experiencing homelessness and hunger.

You’ll not only fill an empty stomach, you’ll open 
the door to more significant help. By giving today, 
you’ll help rescue a neighbor from immediate 

crisis, and maybe even start them down the path to 
a restored life. 

And it costs so little to help — just $1.89 per meal. 

Please partner with caring people all across our 
community to provide as many $1.89 holiday 
meals as you can.

You still have time to provide a holiday meal for someone in great need!

Sometimes, he would go home to see his mom. 
“But I was in the trenches with no resources at all. 
People would give me food. But my priority was my 
addiction. I used my addiction as an excuse.”

Occasionally he could clean up for short periods. But 
he’d always relapse. One stint, while living with a 
brother, lasted for half a year. “When I relapsed, I lost 
my job again and wasn’t making rent money,” he says.

That’s when Eric finally reached rock bottom. The 
only way to go was up. To CityTeam.

“A little prayer”
Eric is convinced that God brought him here.  
“Growing up we had a little prayer that I hadn’t 
spoken in a while. I asked God, ‘If you’re really out 
there, just put me at the right place at the right time.’ 
CityTeam came up.”

Since coming to us, Eric has received lots of help 
rebuilding his life. He has gained the tools he’ll need to 
avoid relapsing and find a healthy balance in all things.

Eric has also been able to begin work on his 
qualifications for becoming a substance abuse 
counselor. He has discovered what many who 
recover from addiction find: a great desire to help 
others who struggle with drugs.  

Christmas at CityTeam
Eric says that one of his greatest experiences here has 
been Christmas. Last year, he and the other men in 
our recovery program adopted a family and arranged 
a gift exchange for them. “Being away from my 
own kids was hard,” Eric says. “But to see other kids 
get presents and leave with a smile brought a lot of 
happiness to me.”

These days, Eric has reunited with his two sons 
and is working on restoring their relationship. He’s 
looking forward to spending lots of time with them 
this Christmas. Most important, Eric has developed 
a growing relationship with God. He has been 
studying the Bible, memorizing Scripture, and 
receiving spiritual counseling.

So grateful — to CityTeam and YOU
After he graduates, Eric hopes to stay on at CityTeam 
as an intern, focusing on outreach and working with 
other men traveling the same path he is.

Eric is so grateful. He says, “Even though CityTeam 
supporters don’t know me, I just want to thank them 
for giving me hope and another chance.”

Please consider standing with CityTeam at this 
opportune time to help someone else like Eric 
experience new life.

YOUR 
MONTHLY 
GIVING 
MATTERS 

CityTeam’s Hope Partners are 
a special group of deeply 
committed friends who have 
made their support a monthly 
blessing. 

When you join this community 
of dedicated givers, you’ll 
provide HELP and HOPE with 
each and every monthly gift.

Your monthly investment will 
become a blessing that truly 
transforms lives — this holiday 
season and year-round!

To give monthly, visit 
CityTeam.org/monthly

No child should feel forgotten on Christmas. 
But many struggling parents in our community 
won’t be able to buy presents for their kids. 
You can bring joy and hope to a child and 
family in need when you share unwrapped, 
non-violent toys for kids ages 1 to 12. 

For a toy list and drop-off locations 
and times, visit CityTeam.org

BRING JOY TO A CHILD 
ON CHRISTMAS DAY
Join CityTeam’s annual toy drive



Eric prayed, “God, if you’re really 
out there, just put me at the right 
place at the right time.” That’s 
when he came to CityTeam.

NOVEMBER 2020

CityTeam has been a godsend for Eric.

“It was something I asked for, and God gave it to me,” he says. 
“Now I see life a whole different way.”

Thanks to you, Eric has finally found hope. But it has been a 
long road, with much of it spent traveling alone, struggling to 
find safe shelter, estranged from his family.

Heading toward rock bottom 
Looking back, Eric can see the roots of this 
life-controlling addiction. His dad died when 
he was 3. He dealt with what he calls “the 
whole not-feeling-normal kind of stuff.” 

His drug use cost him his possessions, places 
to live, and, eventually, his two young sons. 
“I would go to work but lose every job I had 
after a couple of weeks. Not having a good 
relationship with my kids would feed into that.”

When he was homeless, Eric usually lived 
on the streets. 

HOLIDAY HOPE CAN START 
WITH YOUR GIFT OF A 
MEAL AND MORE!
Can you imagine anything worse than being homeless 
and hungry during the holidays? 

Probably not. 

But when you’re served a hot, nourishing meal with 
a smile and genuine concern, you realize that you 
haven’t been forgotten — that people really do care. 

No one here in San Francisco should go hungry, 
especially during the holidays. That’s why your gift 
to provide Thanksgiving and Christmas meals, as 
well as other vital care, is so important. 

Please send your gift  
of meals and more right 
away. Thank you. And God 
bless you! 

MAY 2019
Igniting Hope. Restoring Lives.

INSIDE
THIS ISSUE

Thanksgiving and 
Christmas are Hope
Page 3

Read more inside

Your monthly giving 
matters
Page 3

A different kind of 
holiday season

Christian Huang

As our hard-working 
team prepares for 
the holidays, we’re 
not entirely sure 
what Thanksgiving 
and Christmas 
will look like for 

us. What we do know for sure: 
responding within an environment 
of COVID-19 will require us to be 
flexible and innovative.

But no matter what the pandemic 
throws our way, we’ll meet 
many, many people who are 
experiencing great need — 
COVID or no COVID. And the 
holiday cheer all around will only 
magnify their feelings of isolation 
and hopelessness. 

Regardless of the unique holiday 
challenges, I’m hopeful about the 
impact of your support, which 
will be crucial to our success. In 
the midst of the hustle and bustle 
of the season, please remember 
people who are battling hunger 
and poverty. They need your 
prayers and partnership during 
these special days — maybe 
more than ever.

However you decide to help, I’m 
sure you’ll do it with joy, knowing 
someone will have a more blessed 
holiday season because you cared.

 Gratefully,

3.  Return your reply form 
and check in the envelope 
provided. 

CityTeam San Francisco  •  164 Sixth Street, San Francisco, CA 94103-2827  •  415.861.8688
Email:  info@cityteam.org    facebook.com/CityTeam   YouTube:  CityTeam    instagram.com/CityTeam

3 EASY STEPS to restoring lives  
during the holidays

1.  Fill out the reply form, 
telling us how much 
you want to give.  

2.  Write out your check 
for that amount. 

To put your gift of holiday meals to work even faster, 
give at CityTeam.org/hope

Your special
HOLIDAYEDITION newsletter!

A second chance at life . . . 

PLEASE  GIVE NOW!To put your gift to work even faster, 
give now at CityTeam.org/hope




