
BECOME A MONTHLY PARTNER!

Just $25 a month — the cost of a cup of coffee each week — will provide meals and care.  
Visit CityTeam.org/monthly today to sign up as a Hope Partner.

Serve people in our community who are experiencing poverty, 
homelessness, hunger, and addiction. 

Enjoy the convenience of automatic, monthly giving without the 
hassle of reminders.

Lower costs, so more of your giving goes to reach men, women, 
and children in need.  

CityTeam Hope Partners are our most faithful givers who have chosen to 
make their support a monthly blessing. When you give monthly, you can 
provide help and hope this Thanksgiving and all year long.

WALKING 
INTO NEW LIFE
Chris used to spend his day in aimless 
walking. But today, thanks to you, he has 
found his purpose!

SEPTEMBER 2020

Lost in addiction. Sleeping outside in the freezing cold. And 
walking the streets aimlessly, with no hope. No one to help 
him. Always walking. Sometimes even walking through the 
night just to keep warm.

That was Chris’s life. And today, looking back at that terrible 
time, he can only describe his existence as “stagnant, really 
stagnant.” He says, “I didn’t really know where I was going. I 
just kept walking — until I couldn’t walk anymore.” 

As he walked, Chris says, “I always had my head 
down, because I didn’t want anyone to see my face.” 
To survive, he panhandled or went to churches that 
provided food to the homeless.

But now, thanks to you and other partners who 
support this work of restoration and redemption, 
Chris has found his purpose . . . a reason to live.

When Chris came to CityTeam, he had 
reached rock bottom. “I used to be a bitter 
person,” he says. “I didn’t know how to deal 
with people. God restored my confidence. 
It’s all thanks to Him.”

Chris says his new confidence has helped 

After a summer of overwhelming need — like 
few we’ve seen before — CityTeam is preparing 
for a busy Thanksgiving season.

We expect to face a real challenge, especially 
among those who were once stable but have 
been hurt in the weakened economy. Many are 
still out of work. 

We need to start preparing now by restocking 
our food pantry. Every $1.89 you give will 
provide a delicious Thanksgiving dinner 
that could be the first step to new life for 
someone experiencing in poverty, hunger, or 
homelessness.

Won’t you give now? And please be as 
generous as you can to share the help that 
brings hope.

To put your gift to work immediately, 
give online at CityTeam.org/hope
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Thank you for giving 
help that leads to hope

David Sundman 

In my time at 
CityTeam, I’ve seen 
over and over how 
much hope matters to 
the men, women, and 
children who seek 
help from CityTeam. 

It doesn’t matter what they come 
for — to eat a meal, to recover 
from addiction, for a hot shower, 
or a night of safe shelter — most 
eventually realize that something 
more important is missing from 
their life: hope. 

And they see that, through God’s 
blessing and your generosity, 
they can finally know real, 
restoring hope.

I think every person who comes 
to us deserves the chance to 
experience hope. I trust you agree.

As we approach Thanksgiving, 
I’m personally grateful that so 
many partners have stood with 
us. I’m praying you’ll stand with 
CityTeam to share the kind of 
help that leads to hope.

Thank you for all you do to 
provide help and hope for those 
who are hungry, hurting, and 
homeless. And thank you for 
working together with us to make 
this a better community for all.

With gratitude,

A Thanksgiving meal is 
the first step

Give
THANKSGIVING 

Meals:
just $1.89 

each!

Hope
Interim Executive Director



You can provide HELP and 
HOPE this Thanksgiving!
We see it every day at CityTeam: The offer of a 
hot meal, compassionate care, and a listening ear 
brings people in crisis to us for help.

Right now, we’re preparing to serve thousands 
of people experiencing homelessness and 
poverty in the weeks surrounding Thanksgiving.

To rally our community to meet this enormous 
need, we’re launching our fall campaign: 
Thanksgiving Is Hope.

This campaign is crucial, because it provides 
the opportunity to begin a conversation with all 
kinds of people facing a variety of challenges 
about how CityTeam can share help and hope.

As we get ready for Thanksgiving, and then 
head into the busy holiday season, we face a 
monumental planning task. That’s why we’re 
already preparing for the men, women, and 
children who will sit at our table — or use the 
many other services we provide. Many have 
nowhere else to turn for help.

By giving today, you’ll transform lives. And it 
costs so little to help. Just $1.89 will provide 
one person with a meal, care, and the chance to 
know hope.

Please join other caring friends across 
our community to provide as many 
$1.89 meals as you can.

him restore the broken relationships with his family, 
ruined by his drug use and drinking. His wife and son 
didn’t want him around, because they couldn’t trust him.

Chris says, “There was a period when I wouldn’t see 
my son for months at a time, because I was using. But 

that trust has been restored between me and my son 
and his mother.”

So much help
Besides finding sobriety, CityTeam has helped Chris 
in other ways, including catching up on his education 
and developing career plans. Through our CityTeam 
@ Work program, he has earned credits toward an 
Associate Degree and is considering work in substance 
abuse counseling or case management. 

Chris says, “I found out that what makes me happy is 
helping people. When I help people, it’s fulfilling.”

Right now, Chris is a CityTeam House Manager. His 
job is to ensure the men in our recovery program are 
“where they need to be, when they need to be there.” 
He says, “I’m being a good friend and leader to them, 
someone they can look up to.”

Gratitude
Today, Chris says he has so much to be grateful for, 
including the shoes on his feet, being able to take a 
shower, a nice bed to sleep in, and, most of all, “a place 
that’s God-filled, where I can feel comfortable praying 

without anybody thinking I’m weird.”

Your support of CityTeam 
makes new life possible 

for people like Chris. Thank 
you for giving to make his 

restoration possible!

MEALS ARE 
THE START 
OF LASTING 
CHANGE

Meals help build 
relationships

Trust is formed 
through those 
relationships

Hope for the future 
comes from trusting 
others to help

Services like 
recovery, job training, 
life-skills classes, and 
Bible study make that 
hope a reality

A strong 
foundation  
comes from secure 
housing, a living 
wage, and a 
sustainable pathway  
to change

Lasting change  
is built on that strong 
foundation 

It’s not too simple to say that a warm 
meal can change a life. When you 
share a meal, you provide not only 
nourishment, but also an open door 
to new life in Jesus. 

A Thanksgiving Prayer

 “Lord God, let me never forget all that you do for me on a daily basis. Sustain me 
with the hope of my salvation and the other countless blessings you provide with your 
continuous presence in my life. Lead me to live my life in testimony to your incredible 

blessings, that your love may be known and experienced by all those I serve.”

Consider starting your Thanksgiving gathering with this simple prayer of gratitude. Hope

No one here should go hungry, 
especially not on Thanksgiving!  
You can give meals online at 

CityTeam.org/hope

Continued from page 1“Good things happen every day.”
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